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Thus a number of towns with territories belonging to them
grew up in Africa. But colonization by smallholders was not
the only method by which the continent was developed.
After Rome had annexed the territory of Carthage and the
cities allied to Carthage, the new province of Africa at once
attracted the attention of the great Roman capitalists. They
bought or rented from the state immense tracts of land which
had formerly belonged to Carthaginian capitalists—the ruling
aristocracy of Carthage and the aristocracy of other Phoenician
cities. Most of this land was not included in the territory of
any city then existing ; and when it became the property of
Roman senatorial families, the ruling aristocracy of Rome,
these estates remained permanently distinct from territories
annexed to cities. The Roman landowners tilled part of this
land by slave labour, as they did in Italy; but they also
employed both the native population and settlers from Italy,
to whom they granted leases for a short or long term or in
perpetuity, if they would convert fallow land into cornfields
and gardens and pay a moderate rent to the proprietor.
Each addition of territory to the provinces, wherever the
soil was capable of profitable development, increased the
number of great estates owned by Roman nobles in Africa.
The largest landowners were the revolutionary leaders during
the civil wars, and later the emperors. During the early
empire, the conflict with the Senate transferred to the emperor
the vast estates of condemned or executed senators, till by
degrees the emperor owned a great part of the soil of Africa.
Inhabited centres naturally grew up within these imperial
domains. Slaves lived close to the house of the owner or his
agent; they were joined by tenants cultivating that part of
the estate ; a hamlet came into existence, and then a village,
sometimes a village of some size and pretensions to being
a town. An aristocracy of its own grew up in the village; and
it was a common practice with the emperors, to whom it made
no difference whether the revenue they received was called rent
or taxes, to convert part of their estates into urban territories,
and a village occupied by their tenants into a municipium.
We have less information about the development of the
Danube provinces. The population of these provinces con-
sisted of Illyrians and Celts in the West, near the Adriatic,
and of Thracians in the East, towards the Black Sea. The
development of the Illyrian-Adriatic shore was similar to that

